Abstracts of workshops on major growing points in diagnostic ultrasound and selected papers make up the book. To reduce costs the authors' typescripts have been reproduced in their original form so that errors in syntax and grammar have not been corrected. Although many of the articles are interesting there is little that cannot be found in the standard ultrasound journals. The book might be purchased as an aide-memoire for those who attended the Congress but at £55 is unlikely to be of interest to most practising ultrasonographers.
LESLIE A BERGER

Consultant Radiologist
The Royal Free Hospital, London X-ray Interpretation for MRCP. C R K Hind pp 180 £7.95 London: Pitman 1983 It is not often that I am asked to review a book which I honestly can say that I thoroughly enjoyed, but this was the case with Dr Hind's 'X-ray Interpretation for MRCP'. It presents a number of question-and-answer sections packed with useful information. My junior staff also seized on this delightful work. The book is designed to help candidates for the MRCP through the X-ray problems set in Part 2 of that examination. The question-and-answer format is designed to simulate that used in the MRCP. Obviously such a book does not cover the whole field of radiology and all possible questions that might be asked in that examination, and also in a book at this price the quality of reproduction of the films is sometimes such that it is actually difficult to see the points which have been made. I did not find the lack of a systematic approach a drawback, indeed I think it is an advantage. When I took the MRCP examination I prepared myself by reading through Cecil and Loeb (Textbook of Medicine) page by page. However, I only managed to reach page 1100 and all the questions were taken from subjects dealt with in later chapters. Such a problem will not arise with Dr Hind's book. It is perhaps a little unfortunate for Dr Hind that a very similar book both in format and title has appeared almost simultaneously with his own, but this does not detract from the value of his 'X-ray Interpretation for MRCP' which I would recommend to candidates for this examination and indeed to other students and practitioners at all levels as a well presented and highly educational book which is a pleasure to read. The introduction of mass screening programmes for congenital hypothyroidism, initially promoted by Dussault and his co-workers, has led to a resurgence of interest in this subject. The overall plan of this multi-author book is excellent, being subdivided into sections covering developmental aspects of thyroid physiology, the experience of existing screening programmes, classification of congenital hypothyroidism, and methods and results of treatment. The weakest section, surprisingly, is that related to screening programmes, rescued only by the concise account of thyroid stimulating hormone (TSH) screening by Illig. The relative merits of thyroxine and TSH screening could have been more fully discussed.
The first third of the book deals with maturation of thyroid physiology in a wide ranging and thought provoking manner and includes a speculative chapter on the relationship of thyroid hormones with somatomedins, nerve growth factor and epidermal growth factor. This is counterbalanced by the clinical chapters of the final sections; of particular note are the descriptions of transient primary hypothyroidism in areas of mild iodine deficiency and of the very high incidence of congenital hypothyroidism in areas of severe iodine deficiency. The presentation of data on the predictive value of clinical indices, bony maturation and biochemistry for eventual psychomotor attainment is very stimulating and is central to the final section.
